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By Katharina Miguel

It’s no coincidence that people who live, work and play in New Jersey’s most polluted environments are

commonly people of color and the poor. Urban areas, particularly communities of color, have been

convenient “hosts” for power plants, toxic waste disposal sites, massive incinerators and other

environmental hazards.

Today, as a growing environmental justice movement fights to reduce dangers to our air, land and water,

these communities face an additional threat – charlatans who play on years of vulnerability to persuade

them to oppose clean, affordable energy sources that would help people who are challenged to sustain

adequate heating and cooling in their homes, improve health, and create thousands of jobs.
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An event at Metropolitan Baptist in Elizabeth, like others recently held at various urban churches, featured

a representative of a group with a friendly-sounding name: Consumer Energy Alliance. Don’t let the name

fool you. CEA doesn’t have our local interests in mind. It’s there to help dirty fossil fuel polluters keep

making money by delaying the inevitable switch to clean, safe, affordable energy sources like wind and

solar.
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The reputable Energy and Policy Institute found that CEA, run out of a lobbying firm in Houston, is “an

advocacy front group” that “pitches a ʻconsumer advocacy voice’” on behalf of “some of the country’s

largest fossil fuel companies and trade associations.” Their main strategy is to mislead residents by

producing academic-sounding “reports” and to give faith leaders talking points for news commentaries

claiming clean energy would bring economic disaster to low-income residents. In short, CEA is doing the

gas industry’s bidding in New Jersey to undermine the new state Energy Master Plan’s goal of 100% clean

energy by 2050.

It’s hard to imagine anything more cynical than going to urban New Jersey communities – where childhood

asthma rates exceed the state average and residents face unusually high cancer risk from diesel emissions

-- with the misleading message that the answer to their problems is more reliance on dirty fossil fuels.

COVID-19 has exacerbated the need to address air pollution now more than ever. Still, CEA and its New

Jersey cohorts, like Affordable Energy New Jersey, argue that we should support continued fossil fuel use

rather than adopt forward-thinking clean energy initiatives, such as those included in the Energy Master

Plan.

One of the most pressing issues that these communities face is the high burden of energy costs. Low-

income residents pay about 7% of their income for energy, compared to the statewide average of 3%. By

dedicating funding toward energy-efficiency measures, the state can help many families save on the cost
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Katharina Miguel is Clean Energy Advocate at Isles, Inc. a community development and environmental

organization based in Trenton whose mission is to foster self-reliant families and healthy, sustainable

communities.

Our journalism needs your support. Please subscribe today to NJ.com.

The Star-Ledger/NJ.com encourages submissions of opinion. Bookmark NJ.com/Opinion. Follow us on

Twitter @NJ_Opinion and on Facebook at NJ.com Opinion. Get the latest news updates right in your inbox.

Subscribe to NJ.com’s newsletters.

Note to readers: if you purchase something through one of our affiliate links we may earn a commission.

Around the web

EverQuote Auto Insurance Quotes | Sponsored

Trenton, New Jersey Drivers Are Stunned By This New Rule

CoolGadgets | Sponsored

Forge Of Empires | Sponsored

Trenton:Why Are People Snapping Up This $89 AC Unit?

If You Like to Play, this City-Building Game is a Must-Have. No Install.

Wikibuy | Sponsored

Before you renew Amazon Prime, read this

Space Masks | Sponsored

Wikibuy | Sponsored

Exceptionally Breathable And Comfortable. Designed In Nyc & Fast Free Usa Shipping

The Birkenstocks hack you need to know for summer

EverQuote Auto Insurance Quotes | Sponsored

Trenton, New Jersey: The Amazing Rule That Most Drivers Don't Even Know About

ModCloth | Sponsored

Fashionistas Everywhere Are Shopping At This Online Retailer

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fisles.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7CRGLOVER%40njadvancemedia.com%7C4af6df3e820a4b50195908d80bd45f05%7C1fe6294574e64203848fb9b82929f9d4%7C0%7C0%7C637272354055636352&sdata=Z4AjelC7FQcBtgcSXomWMMjMFWB84IQidzSygI8wiX4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nj.com%2Fdigitalsubscription%2Finline%2F%3Futm_source%3DINL%26utm_medium%3DACQ-ADH0-123b%26utm_campaign%3DACQ%26utm_content%3Dreporter_tagline&data=02%7C01%7CRGLOVER%40njadvancemedia.com%7C0dbc86b998a144cc46fe08d7e6b2bba1%7C1fe6294574e64203848fb9b82929f9d4%7C0%7C0%7C637231527649145524&sdata=SNuVEfCZwQhj2XJSAD6KDE6pqdQ7OLYaefkUW4itpkY%3D&reserved=0
http://nj.com/
https://www.nj.com/opinion/2018/01/submit_an_op-ed.html
http://www.nj.com/opinion/
https://twitter.com/NJ_Opinion
https://www.facebook.com/NJ.comOpinion/
http://subscription.nj.com/
http://subscription.nj.com/
https://article.usautoinsurancenow.com/?h1=rule&h2=stunned&auuid=9496f48f-ba25-4fa7-8027-a79ad3c238b9&&tid=584&id=584&subid=6871&dt=dup&utm_medium=advance-njcom&utm_thumbnail=https%3A%2F%2Fstatic.evq1.com%2F863be425-88de-4c6c-bf33-94612dd685f7.jpg&campaign_id=1433165#tblciGiCzsUMNBxD_VHwWiNO0FNQpwaN5TZK177PD3zdDvCm9hCCb4z0
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=advance-njcom&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20Feed%20|%20Card%202:
https://go.topgadgetgift.com/4e82acc4-7afd-41f5-a15e-e27496886a3c?site=advance-njcom&site_id=1020689&title=Trenton%3AWhy+Are+People+Snapping+Up+This+%2489+AC+Unit%3F&platform=Desktop&campaign_id=4988991&campaign_item_id=2906335359&thumbnail=https%3A%2F%2Fnative-images.s3.amazonaws.com%2F13842647f3dd7001e65a2021f07b6560.jpeg&click_id=GiCzsUMNBxD_VHwWiNO0FNQpwaN5TZK177PD3zdDvCm9hCDg1k4#tblciGiCzsUMNBxD_VHwWiNO0FNQpwaN5TZK177PD3zdDvCm9hCDg1k4
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=advance-njcom&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20Feed%20|%20Card%203:
https://om.forgeofempires.com/foe/us/?ref=tab_us_us_videonew&&external_param=2906808360&pid=advance-njcom&bid=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F34ae3d8438b9f0684092dd84dd25fdb9.jpeg&tblci=GiCzsUMNBxD_VHwWiNO0FNQpwaN5TZK177PD3zdDvCm9hCDJqD8#tblciGiCzsUMNBxD_VHwWiNO0FNQpwaN5TZK177PD3zdDvCm9hCDJqD8
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=advance-njcom&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20Feed%20|%20Card%203:
https://wikibuy.com/blog/amazon-prime-increased-its-prices-now-what-dd7b560390a1?utm_source=jaguar11&utm_campaign=1051388&utm_term=72183322&tblci=GiCzsUMNBxD_VHwWiNO0FNQpwaN5TZK177PD3zdDvCm9hCDR3kA#tblciGiCzsUMNBxD_VHwWiNO0FNQpwaN5TZK177PD3zdDvCm9hCDR3kA
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=advance-njcom&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20Feed%20|%20Card%204:
https://shopspacemask.com/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiCzsUMNBxD_VHwWiNO0FNQpwaN5TZK177PD3zdDvCm9hCD-0U4#tblciGiCzsUMNBxD_VHwWiNO0FNQpwaN5TZK177PD3zdDvCm9hCD-0U4
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=advance-njcom&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20Feed%20|%20Card%205:
https://wikibuy.com/blog/how-i-save-money-on-birkenstocks-73a1e058ed7f?hno=true&utm_source=jaguar11&utm_campaign=2506971&utm_term=254498405&tblci=GiCzsUMNBxD_VHwWiNO0FNQpwaN5TZK177PD3zdDvCm9hCDR3kA#tblciGiCzsUMNBxD_VHwWiNO0FNQpwaN5TZK177PD3zdDvCm9hCDR3kA
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=advance-njcom&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20Feed%20|%20Card%205:
https://article.usautoinsurancenow.com/?h1=rule&h2=amazing&auuid=ca6642c3-1bdf-4c14-bf3d-7fe648fbfdd1&&tid=584&id=584&subid=6871&dt=dup&utm_medium=advance-njcom&utm_thumbnail=https%3A%2F%2Fstatic.evq1.com%2Fa078d72e-d613-4e89-b851-4ebc7f0ace96.jpg&campaign_id=1433165#tblciGiCzsUMNBxD_VHwWiNO0FNQpwaN5TZK177PD3zdDvCm9hCCb4z0
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=advance-njcom&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20Feed%20|%20Card%206:
http://www.modcloth.com/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=prospecting&utm_campaign=3rd_party&tblci=GiCzsUMNBxD_VHwWiNO0FNQpwaN5TZK177PD3zdDvCm9hCC2kU8#tblciGiCzsUMNBxD_VHwWiNO0FNQpwaN5TZK177PD3zdDvCm9hCC2kU8
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=advance-njcom&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20Feed%20|%20Card%207:


and keep the heat on during the winter. The New Jersey Energy Master Plan acknowledges the need to

implement these upgrades, and rather than take a step back toward fossil fuel use, the plan now needs to

address the challenges that prevent low-income communities from obtaining these benefits.
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CEA peddles a false narrative that dangerous emissions, which worsen the impact of climate change, are

down because of gas use. In fact, they are only down when compared to coal. What CEA doesn’t say is that

with wind and solar there are zero emissions.

These phony friends of consumers also fail to acknowledge that the cost of solar power has declined

drastically in the past decade, or that the wind and solar industries will create thousands of good, local jobs.

Instead, they offer the preposterous suggestion that people will be forced to spend thousands of dollars on

new appliances as if the “energy police” will show up and seize their stoves and refrigerators.

In reality, incentives will be available to help people swap out less energy-efficient appliances – when they

are ready to – and reap the benefits of lower utility bills as a result.

It used to be that polluters worked on urban communities to accept the notion that only by saying yes to

industrial facilities could they have any hope of economic growth. It was as though they were saying you

can have good jobs or good health, but not both. The updated and equally false version of the choice is: You

can have clean air or low energy bills.

This time, let’s not fall for that. We can -- and we will -- have both, by supporting New Jersey’s Energy

Master Plan.
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