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REFLECTING TRENTON
TREMONT BAR
332 E STATE ST

HISTORY

1861

Source: Trentoniana

As president-elect in 1861, Lincoln stopped
in Trenton on his way to his inauguration in
Washington. “He dined at Tremont House after
addressing the Legislature at the State House.
Thereafter he proceeded to Philadelphia.”
-Trenton Free Public Library, 1942

A Popular Establishment Through the Decades
For over 100 years, the Tremont Bar, also
known as the Rail Road House, Tremont House,
Hotel, Lounge, and Restaurant, served as a
social hotspot for Trenton. It originally opened
as a hotel in 1847 for theater performers,
members of the legislature, and tired travelers
coming off of the Camden & Amboy Railroad
Station (located across Merchant Street where
the Federal Courthouse is today). Distinguished
visitors to the Tremont include Henry Clay, a
Kentucky statesman who stopped in Trenton
while running for President in 1848; George
McClellan, the 24th governor of New Jersey;
and president-elect Abraham Lincoln.

TITLE: TREMONT BAR
ARTIST: LEON RAINBOW
www.leonrainbow.com

From the Artist:

“I wanted to really accentuate the classic building
and yet do it in a super modern way.

1951
Source: Duke University Library

Reflecting Trenton is a research and art project that combines local history
with local art, vintage with contemporary, and archives with the passerby.

The first thing I did was isolate the piece from the
background and clean up certain items. I removed
the original Broad Street Bank sign, reworked the
streetlights, removed a car. I added a Sepia tone
filter to give it that look of classic photos. I then
added my signature patterns in blue tones and
purple building silhouettes.

Share your memory
of this site!
Text: (609) 362-2470

Want to learn more
about this project?
Visit:

www.creektocanalcreative.org

1922

Source: Trentoniana

“Gentlemen and Ladies, who may visit Trenton
for a short time, will find every accommodation
at this Hotel, besides the desirable convenience
of being near the Depot, and but a few steps
from the cars.”
- Peter Grim, Jr. (original owner)

1953

Source: Trentoniana

Tremont’s Transition
Tremont needed to pivot - the hotel suffered
when the railroad relocated to its present
site on Clinton Avenue. By the early 20th
century, the hotel became a bar with a vibrant
atmosphere, live music, and great food. It
was especially known for its chili and mac ‘n’
cheese. The bar closed in the early 2000’s after
its owner of 40 years retired and has remained
vacant.
I added “Rise Up” in open-face type and the graffiti
arrow to encourage positivity in the city. I extended
the “T” on the Trenton old stock billboard as a
nod to the bat symbol. The number 51 is for the
year that the photo was taken and the halo to
represent the people that have passed.
I am really pleased with the final outcome of this
piece. It gave me the opportunity to step out of
my comfort zone and experiment with analog and
digital techniques.”
Reflecting Trenton was made possible by a grant from
the New Jersey Council for the Humanities, a state
partner of the National Endowment for the Humanities.
Any views, findings, conclusions, or recommendations
expressed in this project do not necessarily represent
those of the National Endowment for the Humanities or
the New Jersey Council for the Humanities.

TRAIN & EDUCATE
■ 157 individuals were trained in environmental

health and energy efficiency (both virtually and
in-person)
■ 33 certifications were earned by Isles Youth

Alumni Spotlight
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Mi’Quel Blackshear came to Isles Youth
Institute looking for more personalized
attention to earn his high school diploma. He
soon became a student leader at IYI and was
chosen to give the senior message at the
2021 IYI Commencement Ceremony. Mi’Quel
is currently training to become a welder, and
is a teacher assistant at his technical school.

Institute students in CPR, OSHA, and PreApprenticeship Construction Training
■ 25 youth participated in Isles’ Love, Peace,

Joy summer enrichment program, which
included workshops in emotional intelligence,
self-worth and mental health, therapeutic
painting, and African drumming
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■ 81 earned housing certificates to qualify for

■ Made 28 homes lead-safe and weatherized

45 homes
■ Provided 70+ online interactive workshops in

gardening, nutrition, beekeeping, and cooking,
reaching more than 200 youth
■ Distributed more than 200 free “grow kits” to

promote at-home gardening, and donated more than
700 lbs of produce to emergency food suppliers

Julio’s Journey
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REVITALIZE
COMMUNITIES
■ Completed rehab of a 3 bedroom apartment

TRAIN & EDUCATE

and first floor commercial space at 118 N
Montgomery in Old Trenton

■ 157 individuals were trained in environmental

■ Led the development of the “People Plan”

health and energy efficiency (both virtually and
in-person)

component planning effort for the Donnelly
Homes neighborhood in North Trenton, in
partnership with the Trenton Housing Authority
and the City of Trenton

■ 33 certifications were earned by Isles Youth

Institute students in CPR, OSHA, and PreApprenticeship Construction Training

■ Collaborated with six local artists to beautify

■ 25 youth participated in Isles’ Love, Peace,

Joy summer enrichment program, which
included workshops in emotional intelligence,
self-worth and mental health, therapeutic
painting, and African drumming

BUILD WEALTH
■ 284 individuals participated in first-time

homebuyer and foreclosure prevention
counseling

locations in downtown by combining custom
artwork, vintage photographs, and research
on large-scale design, known as “Reflecting
Trenton”
■ Added 25 tenants to the Social Profit Center

at Mill One, which officially opened its doors in
early 2021

■ 236 received Isles Financial Solutions coaching
■ 81 earned housing certificates to qualify for

financial assistance when purchasing their
home
■ 42 purchased a home

LIVE GREEN & HEALTHY
■ Made 28 homes lead-safe and weatherized

45 homes
■ Provided 70+ online interactive workshops in

gardening, nutrition, beekeeping, and cooking,
reaching more than 200 youth
■ Distributed more than 200 free “grow kits” to

promote at-home gardening, and donated more than
700 lbs of produce to emergency food suppliers

■ Harvested over 500 pounds of honey and

again received first place in the blind taste
test division of the annual NJ Beekeepers
Association Honey Show
■ With support from NJ DEP, began

development of NJ’s first Electric Vehicle
Pilot to provide Trenton-area residents with
transportation options through a car share,
rideshare, and shuttle service

One of 8 parklets built and installed outside of
restaurants throughout the City, providing creative
outdoor spaces for dining and socializing

Isles successfully advocated for the passage
of the new Lead Safe Certificate Bill, signed
into law this July! We worked closely with the
Governor’s office, co-sponsors of the bill, and the
leadership in the NJ State Legislature to ensure
that we close a lead-inspection loophole that
disproportionately affected children of color in
communities around the state.

Become an Isles
Bridge Builder
Annual donors of $1,000 or more build a
bridge between those we serve and those
who want to make a difference. Go to
Isles.org/donate for more information.

10 Wood Street, Trenton, NJ 08618
tel: 609-341-4700
www.isles.org

